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Morphology of Selected Grade Kratom (Mitragyna speciosa) Leaf ‘Kang Dang’
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Abstract

Kratom leaf ‘Kang Dang’ is more popular for consumption than other varieties. Though, the standard
for the selection of kratom leaves for commercial production has not been established yet. Therefore, this
study is the initial step for collecting the morphology data of selected grade kratom ‘Kang Dang’ leaves that
were gathered from a commercial farm in three provinces; Pathum Thani, Chumphon and Chiang Rai. Twenty
leaves were randomly selected and examined. The leaf weight ranged from 1.7 to 4.8 g and leaves from
Chumphon had a higher average weight (3.2+0.7 g) compared to leaves from Pathum Thani (2.5+0.5 ¢) and
Chaing Rai (2.620.6 g). The leaf area from Chumphon was higher (156+33 cm?) than the others, related to the
leaf weight. The leaf width ranged from 7.2 to 12 cm and the leaf length ranged from 15 to 27 cm. Leaf size
and area from Pathum Thani showed less data distribution compared to Chumphon and Chaing Rai. While,
leaf color (L*, chroma and hue angle) from different locations also had the significant difference. The red
color of the leaf vein, which is the major characteristic of this variety, varied by the cultivated locations.
Leaves from Chumphon had a distinct red vein color compared to the others. According to the obtained data,
it can be used to form a preliminary standard for the selection of kratom leaves for commercial production.
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Selected Grade Kratom (Mitragyna speciosa) Leaf ‘Kang Dang’
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Figure 1 Appearance of selected grade Kratom (Mitragyna speciosa) leaf ‘Kang Dang’ from three provinces,

Pathum Thani, Chumphon and Chiang Rai.
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Figure 2 Distribution of morphology characteristics of 20 selected grade Kratom (Mitragyna speciosa) \eaves

‘Kang Dang’ from three provinces, Pathum Thani, Chumphon and Chiang Rai.
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