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Abstract 
Cut Dendrobium orchid flowers are popular for the export market. Short vase life caused by inappropriate 

post-harvest handling is an important problem.  Thus, vase solution technology is used to delay and extend the 
vase life of flowers.  Indole-3 -Acetic-Acid ( IAA)  is one of the chemicals used in vase solutions.  Now, IAA can 
produce from bacteria and bacterial IAA are beneficial since it is easy to produce, light-resistant, slowly decay 
and safe for the environment.  Thus, this research aimed to investigate the effects of IAA from Micrococcus 
yunnanensis bacteria on senescence and vase life of cut Dendrobium orchid flowers ( Dendrobium cv.  Khao 
Sanan). Bud and open flowers were separately cut then immersed into vase solutions containing bacterial IAA at 0 
(control), 0.05, 0.1, 0.3, 0.5 and 1 ppm. The treated inflorescences were placed under 4 μmol m-2s-1 fluorescent light 
intensity at 25 ± 2 °C temperature and 70-80% relative humidity. The percentage of senescence was recorded every 
two days. The results showed that bacterial IAA at 0.5 ppm was an appropriate concentration for extending the vase 
life of open flowers. It significantly decreased flower drooping and color changes (p ≤ 0.05) and extended vase life of 
open flower up to 24.3 ± 1.0 days, while control treatment (o ppm IAA) showed the lower vase life for 18.0 ± 1.0 days 
(p ≤ 0.01). However, bacterial IAA had no significant effect on extending the vase life of bud flowers. 
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 1 ppm  4 μmol m-2s-1   25 ± 2  
 70-80      IAA  

 0.5 ppm  
    (p ≤ 0.05)  24.3 ± 1.0 

   18.0 ± 1.0  (p ≤ 0.01)  IAA 
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 IAA  (Zahir et al., 2010)  IAA  
     M. yunnanensis  IAA 
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 IAA  
 IAA  M. yunnanensis P2-23  

(Dendrobium cv. Khao Sanan)  
 

 
 IAA  M. yunnanensis  

 M. yunnanensis P2-23  Haloalkaliphile medium (HA) pH 8        
 L-tryptophan  30 mM  1.5   35   260 

  1   96-120   IAA  
 Salkowski reagent  Spectrophotometer  530  

 IAA  (  , 2559) 
 

 Indole-3-Acetic Acid (IAA)  (M. yunnanensis P2-23) 
  

    
(Completely Randomized Design; CRD)  6   10  (  1 ) 

  IAA  M. yunnanensis P2-23  0      
( ) 0.05, 0.1, 0.3, 0.5  1 ppm  25 ± 2   70-80  

     
( )  L*  b*  

 50  
 
 

 IAA 
   

 IAA   0.5 ppm   0.05, 0.3, 1  0.1 
ppm  (Figure 1A)  8  

 (Figure 1B) 
 IAA   IAA  0.5 ppm 

 (Figure 1C)    (Figure 1E) 
 (Figure 2A)   (p ≤ 0.05) 

 IAA   0.5 ppm   0 ( ) 1, 0.3,  
0.05  0.1 ppm  

 IAA  (Figure 1D,F)  (L*) 
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  14    IAA 
  0.5 ppm    IAA  1, 

0.05, 0.3, 0 ( )  0.1 ppm  (Figure 2A)  b* 
 IAA ( )   IAA  0.05, 0.5, 0.3, 1  0.1 ppm 

 b*  (Figure 2B)  (  L*  b*) 
 (p ≤ 0.05) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Figure 1 Fresh weight (A,B), water uptake (C,D) and senescence (E,F) of open and bud flowers treated 
with/without bacterial IAA 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

Figure 2  Color change L* (A) and b* (B) of open flowers treated with/without bacterial IAA  
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18.0 ± 1.0, 18.0 ± 0.6, 16.3 ± 1.6, 16.0 ± 1.2  15.7 ± 0.7   
 IAA  (Table 1) 

 

Table 1  Effects of IAA from bacteria (M. yunnanensis P2-23) on vase life of Dendrobium cv. Khao sanan 

 
 

 IAA   0.5 ppm  
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Treatment Vase life (Days) 
Open flower  Bud flower 

Control 18.0 ± 1.0 b 18.2 ± 0.9 
0.05 ppm IAA 15.7 ± 0.7 b 19.8 ± 0.8 
0.1 ppm IAA 16.0 ± 1.2 b 17.6 ± 0.4 
0.3 ppm IAA 16.3 ± 1.6 b 18.8 ± 0.7 
0.5 ppm IAA 24.3 ± 1.0 a 17.8 ± 0.6 
1 ppm IAA 18.0 ± 0.6 b 19.6 ± 0.5 
F-test ** ns 
C.V. (%) 22.0 11.8 


