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Loss Assessment of Postharvest Quality in Dalha for Export
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Abstract

Dalha is a flowering plant in the ginger family that has the potential to develop into a economically
important family of Thai flowering plant.The loss assessment of the Dalha flowers from farm to international market
is important for the postharvest management. Therefor the objective of this study was to collecting and analyzing
the percentages of postharvest loss and the cause of losses occurring at each stage. It was found that the
postharvest loss in the packing house, transportation to airport and the export process were 28.0, 46.6 and 47.9
percent, respectively. When analyzing the causes of postharvest loss at each stage, it found that the flowers was
too small size and not reach the export standard. This was the main problem for postharvest loss in the packaging
house, which was 21.3 percent. The folded flowers were the main cause of postharvest quality loss at transport to
the airport and during the export process which were 22.7 and 29.3 respectively.
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Table 1 The percentage of loss assessment at difference stage after harvest.

. Short Small . : Torn ) Average
Loss Assessment Points ) Abnormalities  Disease Folded Bruise
stem size petals (%)
1. Packing house 2.5 21.3 0.5 1.5 0.8 - 1.5 28.0
2. Transportation to the
airport - - - - 8.0 22.7 16.0 46.6
3. Export simulation - - - 4.6 10.0 29.3 4.0 47.9

Short stem small size Abnormalities

disease torn petals bruise

Figure 1 Cause of loss in Dalha after harvest
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