Abstract:

The vines of Actinidia arguta have the reputation of being difficult to manage, the fruit ripen irregularly on
the vine and the storage life and shelf life of the fruit is limited compared to those of A. chinensis ‘Hort16A’ or A.
deliciosa ‘Hayward’. However, the wonderful flavour and convenience of the fruit more than compensate for these
apparent difficulties.
There have been many attempts over the past 100 years to grow A. arguta commercially. Most attempts have been
unsuccessful because of the difficulties in managing the vine and the fruit and because the fruit has a relatively short
storage life. Commercial production is now underway on a small scale in Oregon, USA, in Europe, New Zealand
and South America.

We describe a number of New Zealand selections of A. arguta that are currently being commercialized.
These selections have been chosen on the basis of good productivity, good fruit size and flavour, a range of

complementary maturity dates to extend the season, and good storage and shelf life.



