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Abstract 
Eggplant cv. Emi and Tsakoniki were cultivated for seed in an unheated greenhouse and fruits were 

harvested at 25–65 days after anthesis (DAA) in order to determine the optimum harvest time. In addition, 
the effect of after-ripening on seed quality (i.e. seed size and germination) was examined by storing 
harvested fruit at 25 °C for 20 days prior to seed extraction. From the results, it was concluded that the 
optimum time of harvest for seed production is 55 DAA. Seeds extracted from fruits that were harvested at 
25–35 DAA did not germinate, but when fruits harvested at the same age were stored for 20 days at 25 °C 
prior to seed extraction (i.e. seeds were after-ripened) germination was induced. Seeds extracted from fruits 
harvested at 45 DAA showed a high percent germination, which decreased after storage at 25 °C for 3 
months. This decrease, however, was reduced by after-ripening prior to extraction. It is concluded that 
although eggplant is a non-climacteric species and fruit do not ripen after harvest, nevertheless seeds within 
the fruit continue to fill and mature after harvest; hence storage of prematurely harvested fruit prior to seed 
extraction permits the seeds of these fruits to after-ripen in situ and thereby increases seed size and 
germination. The implication of this result for eggplant seed production is discussed. 
 

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=RedirectURL&_method=outwardLink&_partnerName=27983&_origin=article&_zone=art_page&_linkType=scopusAuthorDocuments&_targetURL=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.scopus.com%2Fscopus%2Finward%2Fauthor.url%3FpartnerID%3D10%26rel%3D3.0.0%26sortField%3Dcited%26sortOrder%3Dasc%26author%3DPassam,%2520H.C.%26authorID%3D6701700223%26md5%3D88c5bcabc2a2eced74db657035c83a78&_acct=C000010978&_version=1&_userid=9244538&md5=64d45c80d9d8e9929d1649d23257f35b
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=RedirectURL&_method=outwardLink&_partnerName=27983&_origin=article&_zone=art_page&_linkType=scopusAuthorDocuments&_targetURL=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.scopus.com%2Fscopus%2Finward%2Fauthor.url%3FpartnerID%3D10%26rel%3D3.0.0%26sortField%3Dcited%26sortOrder%3Dasc%26author%3DTheodoropoulou,%2520S.%26authorID%3D36145505700%26md5%3D42ea7e9c2304019669086c3ea0812905&_acct=C000010978&_version=1&_userid=9244538&md5=831d4f57ea2b6bb9b6b28172d8181708
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=RedirectURL&_method=outwardLink&_partnerName=27983&_origin=article&_zone=art_page&_linkType=scopusAuthorDocuments&_targetURL=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.scopus.com%2Fscopus%2Finward%2Fauthor.url%3FpartnerID%3D10%26rel%3D3.0.0%26sortField%3Dcited%26sortOrder%3Dasc%26author%3DKarapanos,%2520I.C.%26authorID%3D6504014918%26md5%3Dec3bc99b8dcd3d117cb3eb729b0b79c9&_acct=C000010978&_version=1&_userid=9244538&md5=a1589a06963ba62d50d973de0a094fb8
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/03044238
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=PublicationURL&_hubEid=1-s2.0-S0304423810X00085&_cid=271177&_pubType=JL&view=c&_auth=y&_acct=C000010978&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=9244538&md5=c8c850dba58a203a4291a9e7b1abeca2

