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Abstract

Sweet tamarind is a popular fruit of Thailand. Sweet tamarind flesh is tastily sweet and sour and is rich
with nutrition. The sweet tamarind is nowadays presented to consumers in several retail packagings. The
knowledge of the performance of sweet tamarind retail packagings has been sofar unavailable. The purpose of
the present research was then to comparatively test and evaluate the current and the developed retail packagings
of sweet tamarind. Methodology comprised of (a) a determination of human dropping characteristics in selected
supermarkets, (b) a performance test of the current sweet tamarind retail packagings, (c) a performance test of
the developed sweet tamarind retail packaging, and (d) an analysis of damage. Two varieties of Si-thong and
Sri-chompoo sweet tamarind were used. Results showed that the maximum and the minimum damages were
with the plastic net and the paperboard box, respectively, to both varieties. The developed retail packaging
made of a single face of corrugated paper and foam ball could reduce the damage the sweet tamarind pod of Si-

thong and Sri-chompoo to about one-fifth and one-third of the related maximum damage, respectively.



