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Abstract 

The environmental conditions in India are favourable for the successful cultivation of a wide range of 
fruits, but commercial production is limited to a smaller number of species. Many fruit species are known for 
their high nutritive value and adaptability to environmental extremes, but remain underutilized without 
significant presence in terms of production or income generation. A value chain analysis was carried out to 
understand processing and marketing-related aspects of Indian gooseberry (Emblica officinalis; known locally 
as ‘amla’), tamarind (Tamarindus indica), and kokum (Garcinia indica). The common production system is 
agroforestry for ‘amla’ and scattered trees for tamarind and kokum. Irrespective of the system, profit 
distribution patterns are similar for all three species. Fresh and processed fruits of these species are dependent 
on intermediaries for marketing. Therefore, the share of the value addition that reaches the farmers and 
primary processors is very small. Therefore, alternative models of production and processing have to be 
evolved to realise the environmental and economic benefits of underutilized fruit species. 
 
 


