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Appropriate Harvesting Date of Waxy Corn for Seed Production
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Abstract

The objective of this study was to determine the appropriate harvesting date of waxy corn cv. Lam Thong
would ensure the highest seed quality. The experiment was carried out at the Department of Agricultural Science,
Faculty of Science and Technology, Phranakhon Si Ayutthaya Rajabhat University, from September to December,
2007. Samples of the waxy corn were harvested at 15, 25, 35, 45 and 55 days after silking. Seed quality were divided into
seven characteristics : seed moisture content, seed dry weight, seed germination, speed of germination index, shoot
length, root length and seedling dry weight. These characteristics were tested at ten day intervals. The results showed that
waxy corn seed cv. Lam Thong reached the optimum harvesting date at 45 days after silking for the highest seed quality.
The harvesting date at 45 days after silking produced a maximum dry weight of 100 seeds at 22.68 grams, and maximum
of seed germination at 95%. The maximum seed vigor, in terms of speed of germination index, shoot length, root length
and seedling dry weight, were reached at 45 days after silking.
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Figure 1 Seed germination (%), seed dry weight (g) and seed moisture content (%) of waxy corn seed cv. Lam

Thong at different days after silking
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Figure 2 Speed of germination index and seedling dry weight (mg) of waxy corn seed cv. Lam Thong at different
days after silking
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Figure 3 Shoot length and root length of waxy corn seed cv. Lam Thong at different days after silking.
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