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Postharvest Handling of Sapodillas by Growers and Quality of Sapodillas Required by Sellers and Consumers
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Abstract

A survey on postharvest handling of sapodillas by growers at Amphur Dum-Nean-Sa-Duak in Ratchaburi province
and quality of sapodillas required by sellers and consumers revealed that most of growers in this area grew the cultivar Ma-Kok.
After harvesting sapodillas were washed, cleaned, stained with yellow and red dye, graded and packed in baskets. After that,
local collectors bought these fruits from the farmers and transported to wholesale markets. The wholesalers then graded the
fruits again and ripened. Consumers moderately liked sapodillas and bought those in green-brown to brown stages. Older
consumers chose more meticulously. Younger consumers accepted fruits with defect up to 10% of surface area. Regarding
staining, the growers and wholesalers preferred to stain the fruits. Most consumers did not know that the sapodilla was stained.

If they knew, they would not buy because of the fear that it might be harmful.
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